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Governing 
societal views 
on storage 

•  Importance of not 
closing down 
discussion to 
techno-scientific 
risk; 

•  Epistemic justice - 
whose decides what 
the ‘problems’ and 
‘solutions’ are? 

•  Managing public 
expectations in 
engagement. 
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Offshore CO2 
Storage in 
Context 

•  Should not be 
assumed offshore = 
no opposition; 

•  Marine environments 
can be source of 
great cultural value; 

•  Legislation e.g. 
OSPAR may need 
reinforced to ensure 
societal engagement. 
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•  Fossil fuels embedded 
in society, and deep 
cuts in CO2 needed; 

•  Is CCS ‘less bad’ than 
climate change? 

•  Explore Gough and 
Boucher (2013) ethical 
matrix; 

•  Some publics saw CCS 
as ‘lesser 
evil’ (Preston, 2011); 
others worried about 
bigger moral issues. 

Ethical aspects 
of CCS? 
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Social study on QICS release 
•  Sub-seabed CO2 storage just one factor 

among many driving change in marine 
environment; 

•  Publics and local stakeholders used 
analogues to understand new concept; 

•  Success of experiment largely due to 
trust and perception of operator (SAMS). 
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Landscape of opportunity, landscape of risk – or 
both? 
The social dimensions of the Tomakomai CCS 
project 



Relationships, history, context, understanding…the perfect 
social ‘tick list’ for a CCS project! 
 
BUT 

[O]nce established the industry exerts a ‘pull’ that is difficult to 
resist. In these peripheral communities another form of cross-
cutting alliance is forged between capital (represented by 
industrial investment) and labour (dependent on the jobs and 
income that arise). 

Blowers (1999: 254) 
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